Introduction
Consider sentences (1a-b), both from the TIME Corpus (see Section 3.3):
(1) a. He is, indeed, a little afraid to venture outside of Gotham. (1927, TIME) b. They're afraid of assuming the obligations, financial and spiritual, of marriage. (1927, TIME)
The adjective afraid may select both a to infinitive complement, as in (1a), and what may be termed an of -ing complement, as in (1b). For reasons presented in Chapters 1 and 2, it may be assumed in both types that the complement that follows the adjective is sentential, with its own subject. Further, it is clear that (1a) and (1b) are also similar in that both are control constructions, or, more precisely, subject control constructions. This follows immediately from the consideration that in both (1a) and (1b) the matrix predicate assigns a semantic role to its subject. It may be added that in both cases that subject has the Experiencer role, and that the general relation of orientation that Sag and Pollard (1991) propose for their want/expect type verbs 1 seems relevant to the interpretation of the adjective and its complement in both (1a) and (1b). To use current terms, the lower subject in each case may again be represented by the symbol PRO.
Simplifying (1a-b) slightly, it is then possible to assign the structural representations in (1a´) and (1b´) to the salient parts of the two sentences for the purpose of analyzing their argument structures: It may be noted that infinitival to in (1a´) is again under the Aux node. As for of, it is of course a preposition, and what follows the preposition is a nominal clause, in the same way as in the analysis of the to -ing pattern in Chapter 2. The sentences of (1a-b) are thus similar in many ways from a grammatical point of view. Further, the sense of the adjective afraid does not appear to be very different in the two sentences. The two variant constructions are so near each other from the point of view of their meaning that the alternation between them has been of
